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I. INTRODUCTION
On January 19, 2017, the Documentation Center of Cambodia (DC-Cam), in collaboration with

Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport (MoEYS) with the support from the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID), conducted its 16" classroom forum on “The Importance of
Studying a History of Democratic Kampuchea (1975-1979)” at Preah Yukunthor High School in
Phnom Penh. The purpose of this forum was to educate students on the history of Democratic
Kampuchea (known as Khmer Rouge) as well as to provide a forum for encouraging critical thought,
dialogue, and debate on how the country’s past reflects its present-day problems and future.

The forum’s objectives are to (1) provide students with an opportunity to share and express their
personal knowledge on what happened during the Democratic Kampuchea regime; (2) encourage
students to think critically on the transitional consequences of this legacy to the current Cambodian
society; (3) encourage discussion over this legacy in families and communities; and (4) distribute
Democratic Kampuchea (1975-1979) textbooks to participating students.

This forum incorporated three activities, such as the presentation of the Khmer Rouge history and the
importance of studying a history of Democratic Kampuchea by Pheng Pong-Rasy, the presentation of
interview technique by Long Dany, and the exhibition on “Forced Transfer” of People during the
Khmer Rouge Regime by Sirik Savina and Men Pechet.

An approximately 60 participating grade-12 students attended the forum conducting at exactly 9 a.m. in

the meeting hall of the school.

Il. PRE-CLASSROOM FORUM
A day prior to the classroom forum, the team went to meet school principal to discuss the program of

conducting the classroom forum with his students, the installation of the exhibition of “Forced
Transfer” and the request of students. The official letters from MoEYS and the Municipal Office of
Education were given to the school principal. The exhibition team members went around the compound

of the school to see the location to install the exhibition.

I11. CLASSROOM FORUM FRAMWORK

1. Opening with Pre-Survey
To get the forum started and after the introduction of the team, pre-survey was handed to all students
with a purpose of gathering information related to their knowledge and perspectives on Khmer Rouge

history. This survey was limited to 5-10 minutes for the students to complete all the questions.

2. K-W-L Chart
The K-W-L (Know-Want-Learn) chart session was discussed with the students. Pieces of paper were

distributed to groups of students to fill in what they know about KR history and what they want to



know more about KR history. This activity took 5 minutes to complete the work. After time up, all the
sheets were collected. (See appendix A)

3. Presentation of summary of DK history
The presentation led by Pheng Pong-Rasy, team leader of the genocide education in Cambodia.

Because there was technical problem on connecting computer to slide projector, he decided to give the
students a very brief presentation of the Khmer Rouge history, including the arrival of the Khmer
Rouge at Phnom Penh on April 17, 1975, the force evacuation, the elimination of classes in the society,
the overwork, tortures, and the last Khmer Rouge stronghold. In addition, the students were asked some
critical questions to test them for level of understanding. Most students paid much attention to the

presentation while some were taking notes and some paid less attention.

4. Presentation of the importance of studying KR history
Following the presentation of the Democratic Kampuchea history, the important points of studying this

history were explained to the students. All the participating students were encouraged to discuss the
history of DK with their family to see the pig picture of what happened during the KR regime and to
listen to the experience of their family, especially their parents or grandparents. This process called
“building peace, healing and reconciliation among the family and community.” Moreover, similar
explanation was provided to the students. That was about genocide prevention process that led the
country to walk away from genocide. “When the communities understand ways of building peace,

reconciliation and healing, the country will be away from genocide”, Rasy said.

5. Presentation of the interview techniques
Long Dany, team leader of the Promoting Accountabilities Project, gave an hour presentation on the

interview techniques to the students. The interaction between the presenter and the students were very
active. First, Dany explained a technique of how to conduct the interview. Then encouraged the
students to think of topics to do interview. Last, the students were taught to be a good interviewer by
saying “thank you” to the interviewee after ending the interview. Next activity was that Dany assigned
few groups of two students to practice the lesson in front of the class. One student acted as KR victim
and another as former KR perpetrator. The sitting-on-the table students watched carefully and paid

interest in the conversation.

6. Democratic Kampuchea textbook distribution
After ending interviewing practice, all participating students received copies of DK textbook. Fifty-

nine (59) copies of DK textbook “A History of Democratic Kampuchea (1975-1979) " were distributed
as supplementary reading material. The students were happy to receive the history book. The leftover

copies, 25 copies, were given to the school principal to keep in the school’s library.



7. The Force Transfer Exhibition
To end the forum, Sirik Savina and Men Pechet provided a guided tour to student participants through

the Forced Transfer Exhibition inside the school’s compound. Savina explained to the students some
facts about the forced evacuation during the Khmer Rouge Regime and how the evacuation separated
family members. The panels of Forced Transfer Exhibition were kept several days inside the school’s
compound after the classroom forum. According to the school principal who later was interviewed by
Journalist from Phnom Penh Post, most students seemed very interested in visiting the panels and
discussing over the texts (Khmer and English) attached next to each photo appearing on the panels.
(See Appendix B)

IV. RESULT
Raw data gathering from pre- and post-classroom forum survey were analyzed using Microsoft Excel
to measure students’ knowledge and respective feeling on KR history before and after attending the

two-hour classroom forum.

1. Pre-Classroom Forum Survey
Fifty-nine (59) pre-classroom forum surveys were initially distributed to the students. The Pre-survey

consists of eight (8) questions including: 1) students describe knowledge of the DK period; 2) students’
expression on the happening of DK history; 3) students show intergenerational dialogue with family
about DK history; 4) students’ thought of the importance of studying DK history; 5) students’ level of
discrimination against their friends who are children of former Khmer Rouge cadre; 6) students’
opinion on the teaching of DK history in schools in Cambodia; 7) student’s awareness of “Forced
Transfer” during KR regime; and 8) student’s awareness of “Family separation” during KR regime. All

59 surveys were collected and considered to be legitimated and useable for this forum.

Q1. How would you describe your knowledge of the DK period?

Students Knowledge on khmer Rouge history
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Q2. Do you believe that mass atrocities occurred during the DK regime?

Students believe the mass atrocities occured between 1975-79
0%

Q3. Have you ever talk about the DK period with your parents or people who lived during this time?

mYes
" No

® Unanswer

KR discussion among the family

0%
»Yes
® No
= Unanswer

Q4. Do you think the study of a history of DK is important?

Students think the study of KR history Is important

mYes
mNo
» Unanswer

Q5. If one of your friends is a son/daughter of a perpetrator, would you discriminate against him or her

Students discriminate again children of former KR cadre

%
mYes
m No




Q6. Does the history of DK could be taught in school in Cambodia?

Students agree the history of DK could be taught in School In
Caﬂbodna and Asian

& Primafy school

= Junior high school
= High School

| University

® Unanswet

Q7. Do you believe about The forced transfer during the DK regime?

Level of students believe about "Forced Transfer”
happened during the KR regime

mYes
= No

® Unanswe
r

Q8. Do you believe about the families were broken up during the DK regime?

level of students believe about “Family Separation"during
the KR history

mYes
= No

= Unanswer

2. Post- Classroom Forum Survey
Another fifty-nine (59) post-survey were distributed to students after the forum. Out of 59 participants,

58 post-surveys were collected and considered to be legitimate and useable for this forum. A length of
15 minutes was given to students to complete the post-classroom forum survey. This survey consisted
of 16 questions. Six questions from the Post-survey are same as pre-survey, and the additional 10
questions were created to test student’s knowledge about the purpose of studying DK history and to get

comments to improve the Classroom Forum.



Q1. How would you describe your knowledge of the DK period?

Student knowledge on KR history

2%

Q2 Do you believe that mass atrocities occurred during the DK regime?

= | know nothing about the DK
period
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period

= | am very knowledgeable
about the 0K period

= | know enaugh about the DK
period to teach others

® Unanswered

Student believe mass atrocities occuring during KR
regime
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Q3. Do you think the study of a history of DK is important?

" Believe
m don't believe

¥ Unanswered

Students think the study of KR history is important

® important
® Unimportant
= Unanswered

Q4. If one of your friends is a son/daughter of a perpetrator, would you discriminate against him or her

Student' opinion on discrimination against former KR cadre’
children

# Discrimination
® Don’t dscrimination
= Unanswered




Q5.Does the study of a history of DK encourage you to think of building peace in Cambodian society?

Students' opinion on building peace after studying KR

uYes
uNo

¥ Unanswered

Q6 Does the study of a history of DK encourage you to think of healing?

Students' opinion on bullding healing after studying KR
history

2%

®Yes
= No

B Unanswered

Q7 Does the study of a history of DK encourage you to think of reconciliation?

Students’ opinion on reconciliation after studying KR
history

2% 2%

uYes
= No

= Unanswered

Q8 Does the study of a history of DK encourage you to think of Prevention of genocide in the future

Students' opinion on prevention of genocide after
studying KR history

~2%

uYes
= No

8 Unanswered




Q9 Do you feel uncomfortable learning the history of DK?

Students' feeling on learning the history of DK

mYes
= No

= Unanswered

Q10. Do you believe "Forced Transfer" was happened during the Khmer Rouge regime?

Was "forced transfer” happened during the KR time?

uYes
= No

= Unanswered

Q11. Do you believe "Forced separation of family" was happened during the Khmer Rouge regime?

Do students believe {forced separation of family) was
happened during the KR?

mYes
m No
» Unanswered

Q13. Besides studying Khmer Rouge history inside classroom or in public space, do you think this

history should be posted on social networks for additional learning and learning materials?

KR history on the social networks

2%
mYes
= No
® Unanswered
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Q13a. If yes, which social networks are the best for you?

Khmer Rouge History on Social Networks

Q14. Do you like this classroom forum?

Students Like or don't like the classroom forum.,

mYes, | like
m No, | don't like

» Unanswered

Q15. What do you think about this classroom forum?

Students’ opinion on the Classroom forum

B Good and really develop
my knowledge on KR history

® Not good and don't help
anything to me

» Unanswered

Q16. What does this classroom forum help you?

Benefits of the classroom forum

® Develop my knowledge about KR
history

® Help me to remember the
history of DK

» Encourage me to have feel of
empathy and tolerance

® All three above

® Unanswered
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V. DISCUSSION
Student’s knowledge on Khmer Rouge History

Table 1: Knowledge of KR history

Know nothing Know little very knowledgeable Know enough
Pre-Survey 0% 86% 12% 0%
Post-Survey 0% 19% 79% 0%

Table 1 shows that all students whose age are under 20 years old understand the Khmer Rouge history
before they attended the classroom forum about Khmer Rouge history. This understanding was in
different level. As shown in the table above, majority of the students, 86%, said that they have little
knowledge on Khmer Rouge history while a small number of the students, 12% said they are very
knowledgeable about Khmer Rouge regime. However, these numbers changed after they attended the
classroom forum on January 19, 2017. According to the table drawing from the pie-charts, students
who have little knowledge decreased from 86% to 19% after two-hour classroom forum, and increased
from 12% to 79% for students who are very knowledgeable about Khmer Rouge history. Even if the
level of understanding the Khmer Rouge history of the students goes higher, all of them still have
limited knowledge. No one could understand much about this history that could teach others about the

Khmer Rouge history.

Students’ expression on mass atrocities occurring between 1975 and 1979

All students believed that crimes against humanity were happened during Khmer Rouge regime with
people in the country. No one hesitate to answer “Yes” to the question: Do you believe that mass
atrocity occurred during Democratic Kampuchea regime?. Following this question, some students
wrote that their parents told them about the crime of killings, events of evacuation, overwork and

separation.

Level of discrimination of students to the children of former Khmer Rouge cadres

Table 2 below shows that level of discrimination of students goes up from 3% before they attended the
forum to 12% after the forum. However, this still small numbers of discrimination if comparing to the
level of discrimination. As shown in the table above, almost all students said they don’t discrimination
against their friends who are children of former Khmer Rouge cadres.

Table 2: Level of discrimination of students against children of former KR cadres

Discrimination Don’t discrimination Don’t answer

Pre-Survey 3% 97% 0%

Post-Survey 12% 86% 2%
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In all, the high-school students who were born 38 years after Khmer Rouge regime were trained to be
good human and to retain feeling of emphasizing how the experiences of victims of Khmer Rouge are

important.

The importance of studying Khmer Rouge history

According to the survey and discussion with students, no one rejected that the study of Khmer Rouge
history is not important. All students (100%) agreed that the history of DK is important to study.
Within hours of conducting the forum, the students paid much attention to the presentation and
explanation of a history of DK. More questions about Khmer Rouge regime were asked, and most
answers by presenters were responded accordingly to the students. Following this session, the process
to build peace, reconciliation and healing was presented. Table 3 below illustrates ideas of students on

the process of building peace, reconciliation and healing, and genocide prevention in Cambodia.

Table 3: Student’s expression on the importance of studying Khmer Rouge history

Yes No Don’t answer
healing 98% 2% 2%
building peace 100% 0% 0%
Reconciliation 96% 2% 2%
Prevention of Genocide 98% 0% 2%

According to the evidence in table 3, only 2% of all students said that the study of Khmer Rouge
history did not encourage them to think of healing and reconciliation in Cambodia. This means that
those students need more explanation on how important to study the history of DK. However, all
students (100%) agreed that the study of the history of DK will encourage them to think of peace
building, and the majority (98%) said “yes” to the question that mentioning about prevention of
genocide in Cambodia. Exceptional 2% of the students felt unsure whatever the study of the history of

DK is important to prevent the genocide in the future.

Students' feeling on learning the history of DK

When asking “Do you feel uncomfortable learning the history of DK?, 83% said “No” and 17% said
“Yes”. This means that over 50% of students feel comfortable learning the history of DK, excepting
less than 20% of them feel uncomfortable learning this history. From this, the slightly percentage of
students might be affected by crime of killing, overwork, separation, and torture during Khmer Rouge
regime. Nevertheless, most students supported to have a study of DK history through some kind of
social networks in Cambodia.
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Khmer Rouge History on Social Networks

According to table 4 below, highest percentage of students supported to have Khmer Rouge history on
social networks went to Facebook (79%) and Google + (53%). The most slightly percentage went to
Tencent QQ, Tengo, Pinterest, WhatsApp, Hi5 and Flickr.

Table 4: List of social networks which most interest

Facebook Instagram LinkedIn Tencent QQ | Telegram Msg | Facebook Msg | Tengo Google+
46 11 4 2 4 5 2 31

79% 19% 7% 3% % 9% 3% 53%
Yahoo Twitter Pinterest WhatsApp | Line Email Skype Hi5 Flickr
6 4 2 2 8 7 3 2 2

10% 7% 3% 3% 14% 12% 5% 3% 3%

VI. CHALLENGES

Technical problem: there was an unexpected problem with LCD projector. It did not work even we

changed laptop. Consequently, we could not screen documentary film and slide PowerPoint. However,
Mr. Rasy and Dany did a good work by including the students in their presentation. As a result, the
students were engaging in lively discussion during the forum.

Time Constraint: time was a matter because two hours seemed a bit short to explain the students about

the history of Democratic Kampuchea and interview technique. For the last 10 minutes, students started
to lose their attention on the classroom because they had to hurry back home for lunch and private
classes.

Limited knowledge of the students on the Khmer Rouge history: we have observed that some students

did not know much about the Khmer Rouge history. The pre-survey did a good job for the class
instructor whether or not to discuss the Khmer Rouge history in whole or in part with the students
based on their knowledge about the history.

VII. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Some interesting questions were rise up during the classroom forum:
1. Were there any journalists in the period of Democratic Kampuchea?
ANSWER: Of course, there were some journalists from socialist country and Khmer rouge
bring them to nice place to get good news of Khmer Rouge.
2. What was the cause of Khmer Rouge and where were they coming from?
ANSWER: this group emerged to fight against France colony, and the name Khmer Rouge was
given by the King Sihanouk.

3. Were there any people who tried to fight against Khmer Rouge regime?

13



A) Yes, there were some people who tried to fight against Khmer Rouge regime but not in the
big picture, they couldn’t do any action, so they just didn’t support the regime.
4. What we shouldn’t ask during interview?
ANSWER: You shouldn’t ask any question that puts blame on former Khmer Rouge and try not
to put any pressure on them.
5. What could we do if there is an important disagreement when conducting interview?
ANSWER: Try to explain them the importance of interview and usefulness for the next

generation.

VIIl. CONCLUSION

The classroom forum on January 19, 2017 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. by the DC-Cam’s Genocide
Education Project provided a good opportunity for the high school students to discuss about the Khmer
Rouge history in addition to their classroom. The students paid good attention to Mr. Pheng’s, Mr.
Long’s and Ms. Sirik’s presentations. They were enthusiastic and curious to know and learn more about
Khmer Rouge history.

14



APPENDIX A:

ﬁ:
AdobeEobat
Document

O

sdJsrmm ANy
0 = v‘)

0

mni K-W-L
K= what I Know W = what I Want fo know L = what I Learned
glinsgmsds Flacogoiity (sphaion) Fonrgmers
ik Jlﬁa"%—m%))a’\ =} 3,{-- ["y 34 P "ﬁ?”’fﬂ}!\@i\“\iﬁe'@k‘lkﬁﬂ Bj;&g /
"WYJ ’”"’;"’“”? 55?2 G ’?ﬁrﬂL}i L6 w/w";’/;mc
- Uh N("m ST ./”\f(.o.- z v
- i"?:i-"q-k Hrerus smy.a?ms. Scros
bt Y _— I 1 &
L L\_ﬁf‘:wo B g V..s[@{-ttb.my (E(ﬁ,gc g“._‘ RS Q?ﬂ‘mw:ﬁ?ou
) ci-m b I:’\Tifl'ﬂv’;.\"-_\#}‘mﬁ 5
&) i
s % ,'0'2)2;(:?% I i “2?"' 2| = GE‘TGUBAR DOUVERS WO FAey
p: i) o Goneay 9
950 nn pr) o) .._f2 vl 2 &
SN T B ¢ eIV K

— PERSE R & & Lt onrqa-: ﬁm
Paiey 7

- uran*u%”'"@mf Agfmz}"may Begmemeioy 9 go smeeBiady 39

i o — RORID: 3 \t’:\d.\s:,,—v_ls

-ﬁy@?ﬁ, :;"«‘;JX"U /;, ,‘}7;.:’5(.?,‘ s o[ 4 Q‘-ﬂnm‘?{'f:; %);L" : %”,.
b : L zz?n:atzl A D ehiE S atedE 9
ﬁ7(};ﬁ)e:,’(-m y"n Cj/

Documentalion Cenier of Cambod a Tt amvnei i n:'-u-mméﬁ

Aoy e'_u'.;?
SAreN9 i A N SETENE I Rax 1110+ Shoom: Fent » Cambodia
TURSS 1) 210475+ ¢

(855237 216- 354 « decamaonliee.com ki o wmve desam o




APPENDIX B:

De-Cams MIUHH]S{PF An{ryigifnny AIdjAGAIN I HanS
{ARUTYAIM

Tue, 24 January 2017, Phnom Penh Post

is inn

AInm: BHEANURAANIAYE (De-Cam) AU MITN YA g HUTins S1A¢n mehAumumisdap

LUiﬁﬁﬂLfgfgiLﬁtﬂHUfgﬁﬁI;I‘l'J’?QJ‘Inj’tijlsng gt isinumBAnm o teSaginaé & fn Galy iy gj

prmwsdnipifanyigiins Sastapamiwiiwgtanusiefnnsiginim

A 38 00T (W SAID i misdAn AT pSwotanssisiag I8 De-Cam msighimy

LIFT gjiinth «agiim iy seu{mntedagjignnits» ﬁmmﬁﬁy{piﬁmpﬁé:mmms: urRarg i yiej

BS R M SW I ARUIgs ASIAUNWwYNan g UQUAMIES NI )RR INWHGE[)AIAGFUTMS

Bin:inmsinnSsitunnpyngn

INAUEEE «MIUIE] SR aIs: Nadesames tiums¢nndsiigiSaminannwis s fams

UANAFIAU WAL AN EIS §Ej{RNTEATM» 9

uiiannEn AgiimA st gignaiw ainfissnn glbogs mnn aigied vigst guis:
msignaiwGgs 96 wigmm Musiisanunnanimygth msgagluig)s Snsaiagbys 860

1f MSGU)sMANSSthaiagjnfi§ 9l

<

AT S GJENIE) AT «MIUIE| SIS S Y A i agjihs mam:ﬂsLUnmLm Sulfianrgismigic
ff}l il SR MI) S Ui An{agIs: MEGWAMREITuMuTEAm [N MIvI]sis: ms
AIAIGRj RN IGHABS B 1N SO ajgempsivesnsidan wdinniasiayprst
ig’[ij';ﬁn[mtﬁ» T

(=

o

=
tap) (e}
= 5

A s Usin wATgNSwag msight tacayiiadapt A B8 MRS AR

slign U#s
wifan{agsaviwitnw gigaiagpsts ﬁ;a’mijmmnhﬁzm,mifﬁ@ﬁmiﬁmlﬁg gINNYISIUNS
I

UIAUEE MW s gumsmivip]suigsiivfjuanuananingmiivspiwtanusiginne
Ao uEIg AN anpgigiimessbs i meminmagiigiusoagg 1 gomanaidusmars
pNHY S meSypsmuianmn prmEianiag s Arves o gin R ghunju R agn el

1SS IUMENAIAAANIMGAA G UMY GRIUEIOATE» 7

wiih )8 O sE eSagjAf o Isteniwwag msegjdniticn muiysndsyimtmigansims
missApWwifanpyigignueis:e msiamudninaag:tmm: 1

wifjuisimsugt «iysgmsiamumsmijats:muieagSuntw indsiiumnvigants infny
SaNGNA ITWEAAH NMNGAAFIIUMIUGNMAZUITAISFIS INUIG)a»

Contact author: i8 i

16


http://www.postkhmer.com/author/%E1%9E%9C%E1%9F%89%E1%9E%93-%E1%9E%8A%E1%9E%B6%E1%9E%9A%E1%9F%89%E1%9E%B6/75253
http://www.postkhmer.com/user/75253/contact

